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Dear friends  

First, I must apologies for not being in touch before now, it has been a busy year for myself and 

many of my colleagues with not only maintaining the charity operations and the new regulations 

under GDPR (data protection) and ensuring ‘safeguarding’ compliance but also dealing with personal 

bereavements and moves.  The good news is that work has continued a pace in Romania  

I have taken this opportunity to include a report direct from Danny and Sarah and you will also find a 

report from the trustees at the end that will give an overview of the charity status.  

As always, we are just so grateful to all our partners for your prayers and practical support which has 

resulted in a remarkable year   

Danny, Sarah write;  

In the Community  

In the Adopt A Friend (AaF) scheme, we were saddened 

by the loss of a couple of people.  We are also delighted 

that one family has been able to now support 

themselves and have left the scheme.  Adopt a friend is 

going well and still very much needed, 37 or so families 

are helped with food monthly it is a crucial support for 

those who are in the scheme especially as food prices 

are always on the rise without our basic supplies people 

would have no alternative to go without. It seems hard 

to be writing this when it is still 24 degrees outside, but 

we will be starting to look now towards the winter 

period and all that involves.  One of them being the 

social gathering and hot meal for all the AaF families.  

  

The schools are back up and running after the summer 

break and as in previous years, we have supplied the 

children with their workbooks, which here in Romania 

parents have to buy if they can afford it. It is a great 

witness to the parents and a weight off their shoulders as 

we supply the exercise and practical books. We also 

provide the school with materials paper, paints, 

colouring pens and craft supplies.  
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We are so grateful for the support that 

Leighton Middle School has been able 

to supply in the past and this year in 

the Easter holidays, we also managed 

to buy brand new desks for one of the 

classrooms in the local middle school. 

We are looking to in the future to 

change the desks in the other 

classrooms also.   

This year was a year for new things we organized the first ever fire prevention in school which took 

them out of school to learn about fire prevention and our local fire truck and what it means to work 

as a fireman, they even had the chance to spray the hose!  

 The fire engine is still waiting for its shelter to be built the mayor of the village has promised that 

this will soon be done.  

At the primary school, the hallway leading to the toilets 

needs a new roof with skylights and lighting and some 

tiling and heating to make it safe and more comfortable 

for the children. It was hoped that the Mayor’s office 

would undertake the work but sadly it is not and that 

leaves the children more vulnerable to the elements if 

they want to go to the toilets, as the walkway to the 

toilets is outside the main buildings   

As with the AaF Christmas preparations, the children are not left out and we will again be preparing 

a Christmas party for the children of the village, it is a real testimony of God’s love and it is a great 

opportunity to share the real meaning of Christmas, also the children very much look forward to it.  

  

This year thanks to Willesborough Baptist Church we 

managed to buy a tractor that we had been praying for, it 

was really an answer to our prayers, as well as prices of 

food rising the price of wood has risen. For a family to buy 

a trailer of wood for someone to deliver it to them they 

were charging almost £200, thankfully now we can help 

others by delivering wood at the price it was brought in 

the forest which is around £60-80.  This means we will be 

able to provide for many more elderly this year at half of 

the cost and for those that cannot afford even this basic 

supply for heating the money from Community Action 

Romania will go twice as far. God is good as we found the 

tractor at an excellent price in the west of Romania and so far we have managed to help six 

families already in a few weeks, and there will be many more as the winter season approaches.  
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This year in May, we had a group of young people from the east end of London over for a taste of 

what it means to be involved in mission. They were involved in many projects one of them being 

running the schools for two days of fun! It was great to see them taking over the classes with games 

and songs.  They also each shared information of their lives in England, it was a great opportunity for 

the kids to play games, which they had never played and have some time to bond and share with the 

English that were there.  

As well as schools they also were involved in us adopt a friend scheme and came to deliver with us 

the food offering prayer and song where needed. It was a real encouragement for our families in the 

scheme and many were moved by their faith and kindness.   

Practical Work  

Danny continues to support the local community in a variety of ways driving local people to the 

doctors and/or hospital on a regular basis.  This year particularly has been a very hard year for us, as 

we have had to help in some heart-breaking situations. A young boy from Sarah’s Sunday school 

class had been very ill, we made many hospital trips and many pastoral care visits helping the family 

to cope with such a devastating situation unfortunately the child died, and we thank God that he is 

no longer suffering. We are conscious that the little bit of help that we gave made the whole process 

a tiny bit more capable.  

As stated above this year we have seen much devastation, we have had two cases of terminal 

sickness within our church and we have done our best to support in whatever we could. We have 

also had a marriage break down this year and we have been trying to council and support the family 

when needed. Fortunately, things are looking up for this family although it is a long journey a head.  

Cristina a woman who is employed by our church, a faithful woman whose husband died 2 years ago 

leaving her with her three boys.  Unfortunately, she had to knock her house down as it was falling 

down on her.  We are currently in the process helping her to build a new one this means helping 

with finances and practically building and finding volunteers to help as she cannot afford to do this 

alone.  

We try as much as we can, to serve and show love to the people God entrusted around us, it maybe 
a glass of water, it maybe money it may be prayer, it may just be an ear to listen, whatever it is we 
try.  
  
In the Church  

The church is going well, this year we celebrated 20 years 

since we moved into the church building we are now in, On 

the first Sunday in June we had a celebration where we 

invited the whole village and all the other churches. The 

church was full and leaders from all the churches had the 

opportunity to speak. We were able to broadcast the 

meeting live on Facebook. We were surprised at the 

positive feedback we got from the meeting and how many 

people from the village, which are working abroad, followed 

it online.  
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We also undertook some renovations to the church repairing some of the woodwork in the roof and 

redecorating the outside.  

The first week in August, we had a baptism service where five people were baptised. Two people 

from our church and three from the Romani church in Seliste.    

Through 2018, we had a couple of short-term mission teams over. We had one team in May from 

London and we have one now from Doncaster. Short-term missions are important not only because 

it gives us a boost, but through doing different projects and outreach, which has a real impact on 

what we do.  

Even though a number of people passed away this year (both elderly and some as young as 8 years’ 

old), there are some new faces and more and more people from the village are starting to take a 

closer look to our church and join our meetings.  

The women ministry is going well and the group of women still meeting every week and growing in 

their faith. It is great to see them grow as a group and looking to see how they can be more involved.  

The Sunday school is going well, and all the children are back in school now.  The help from the 

Hockliffe Street Baptist church helps us a lot keeping us up to date with all the supplies we need.  

Unfortunately, on the first day after we arrived from a break in England a young boy from Sarah’s 

Sunday school group past away after battling illness for most part of this year. It was a tragedy and a 

shock for the whole community, but it was good that we were able to be there for his family.  

Last year we created 300 calendars personalized with beautiful pictures of the village bible verses 

and a monthly encouragement, we gave it as a witness of God’s love and we were amazed to see 

such a positive response and a real sense of love from the people. We found that it was very well 

received and appreciated; we can say it was a great way to outreach. This year with the charity 

support, we plan to do the same again.  

Charity news from the Trustees  

As you can see, work continues with real vigour and none of this could be achieved without the 

dedicated supporters in the UK.  This year, however, has seen a reduction in the number of regular 

supporters/donors (some sadly passing away); unfortunately, these have not been replaced so that 

today our expenditure currently exceeds our outgoings.  Essentially, we are eating in to reserves we 

hold (in line with charity recommendations) but obviously this situation cannot continue indefinitely, 

and we will be reviewing over the next six months our work and areas of support, while seeking 

additional supporters.  Currently;  

• The shortfall on donations to Danny and Sarah and Pastor Daniel is currently running at £60 

per calendar month.  These donations are already well below the average wage in Romania  

• We currently make a donation for Pastor Daniel’s heart medication of £30 per calendar 

month which is not supported  

• We cover an emergency/benevolent fund (approx. £250 a quarter) to pay for things like 

Danny taking people to hospital and other emergencies.  Currently we have no regular 

donors for this area.  
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• Adopt a Friend scheme is currently running with a £95 deficit per calendar month.  This is 

mainly as a consequence of people not increasing their donation when we have found it 

essential to do so to meet the rising costs of basics.  Many families in Romania therefore do 

not have sufficient sponsors to cover their basic needs.  

• Administration (bank charges, insurance etc.) is currently running around 4 % which is 

extremely good, and no trustee or committee member receives any contribution for their 

service, but the reality is that these costs are not being covered by general donations.  

Historically we have been able to use Gift Aid to cover any shortfalls and the emergency fund but 

regrettably, the shortfalls are potentially exceeding the gift aid we receive.  While this does not 

appear a very positive situation we do have some reserves and pray that with Pastor Daniel’s and 

Danny’s visit to churches in the spring we will be able improve the situation as there are other works 

we would like to undertake;  

Things we would like your help with;  

• Schools supplies and equipment  

• The building project at the school to cover the walkway to the children’s toilets  

• Christmas Calendar as outreach to the village  

• Christmas meal for those in the Adopt a Friend scheme (providing at least one hot meal) and 

a children’s party  

• Pastor Daniel needs transport.  While he has not asked for any support, his current vehicle is 

literally falling apart and he cannot fund even a reasonable second-hand car.  His work in the 

community is severely impacted by not having transport.  

More information can be found on the charity website and audited accounts supplied to the charity 

commission.  Alternatively, do feel free to speak to one of the charity officers.  

Steve Gardner one of our trustees is standing down owing to other commitments having served for a 

number of years.  Steve headed up several significant projects including the supply of the fire engine, 

fire protection equipment and training and we want to record our thanks for all he has done.  

The remaining trustees (Roger Edwards, Even Gough and Andrew Golba) with other committee 

member s (Lynn Edwards, Rob and Katie Foot, David Scott) will be looking to see if there may be 

others to support and help the charity in the UK.  

Prayer Requests  

While money is important, we acknowledge the Lord is our provider so your prayers for our work 

including the team here and in Romania are really appreciated.  Danny and Sarah specifically have 

asked for prayer for;  

1. Strength and wisdom - This year has been a difficult year, like no other Danny and Sarah 

have dealt with some real devastating situations and it can be very easy to take this upon 

their own shoulders please pray for strength and wisdom in looking after themselves while 

helping in hard situations.  
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2. For their children Tobias and Ella being children on the mission field it, and all that this 

means they also sacrifice a lot for us to be able to do what we do.  

3. This year we have had many visiting groups and we pray that this will be fruitful going into 

the next year.  Please pray for a time of openness for the word to be shared in our village 

and for all that this involves.  

4. The school renovation now is just in a desirable thought; pray that this may become reality.  

5. For Christina for the funds for her house and for workers to rise.  

  

To make a one-off donation or to leave us a message, Visit; www.comactrom.com/contact-donate  

  

Roger Edwards (Chairman) & Lynn Edwards  

Community Action Romania  

  

For more information do visit our new website www.comactrom.com  and stay in touch via our  

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/200681983374737   

 Alternatively contact us for more information on email comactrom@gmail.com or any one of the UK 

team  

• Roger (Chairman & Trustee) and Lynn Edwards (responsible for ‘Adopt a friend’ & schools) 5 

Wilson Close, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent.  TN24 0HX.  email comactrom@gmail.com   

• Evan Gough (Treasurer & Trustee), Flat 20 Chancellor Court, Broomfield Road, Chelmsford. 

CM1 1RY.  email, ergough134@yahoo.co.uk   

• Rob and Katy Foot, Hockliffe Street Baptist Church, Delta House Leighton Buzzard  email 

robfoot@me.com  

• Andrew (Trustee) and Grace Golba, 19 Ledbury Gardens, Cusworth, Doncaster. DN5 8LS 

email andrewgolba@gmail.com    

• David Scott, Broomfield Road Evangelical Church, Chelmsford.  
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